Norta Town *ROGERS PARK ® EDGEWATER @ ALBANY PARK *RAVENSWOOD ¢ UPTOwN

[aaescrry

101st Year — No. 32 ____August 3, 2005 7 : 2 Sections — 58 con
NSB Pioneer Press — August 3; 2005 Section Two, Pag

Rally targets city cuts to homes shelters

Advocates, young and old, demonstrate for the restoration of cuts to city homeless shelters in Baley Plaza, Tuesday, July
26, {Joe Cyganowski/Chief Phatographer)




. Advocates seek
restoratlon of fundmg

B¥ Patrick BuTLER
- Staff Writer

Some 200 operators and resi-
dents of several North Side

homeléss shelters facing deep
funding cuts took their case to

the doorstep of City Hall Iast
week

eWe? te not gomg away
Robert Harns a formerly home-

less member of the Uptown-

based Organization of the North

East, told a Tuesday, July 26,

Daley Plaza rally protesting

© cuts in programs.and beds at at’

~ least five local emergency shel-
Hters

- million on June 13 by the city’s
Human Services Department,

partlyf because of an $800,000

cut .in city spending,” a DHS
spokesman said at the time.

"~ While some of those funds

have since been restored by the
city, shelter operators and com-
munity activists aren’t claiming

victory: just yet, said Kathleen
Abhler, -director of Rest, which

runs shelters at 941 W,
Lawrence, 6253 N. Kenmore,
and Wilson and Sheridan,

“We’re concerned with get-
ting all theimoney restored, not
part of it,” she said.

- The ¢uts have already shut
down the daytitne programs at the
. shelter; run by the Lake View

_ Lutheran: Church, 835 W, Addi- -
son, and as a sesult, “we find cur--

selves on the siyeet about 14 hours
a day,? a resident identified only
as “Larry” told the rally.

The ‘homeless services budg-.
et was slashed from $17 to $15 -

“The-¢ity says money is the
problem, but we find the money
for other things like a $400 mil-
tion budget overrun for Millen-

nium Park. They foind the
money to water the flowers -

from a barge on the lake.

‘What’s that cost? Water the.

people,” he added.
-Rev. Ljala Beukema, pastor

of Lake View Lutheran, said her

congregation plans. an Oct. 10
benefit to keep the daytime pro-
grams-at North Side Housing
and Supportive Services, as the
church shelter is now called.
According “ to Bill Mueller,

~ those daytime services at the

church: shelter’s drop-in center
annua]}y serve morg than 19,000
meals:and provided .over 1,500

“medical encounters” that saved

the community $120, 00{) in doc-
- tor and hospital costs. ' '
- The fundmg for those doctor -

visits is being cut by half,

* Mueller told the rally. .

Accerdmg to an impact

statemerit released by the Lake .
ViewShelter, the agency’s food )
pantry and clothes closet and .

drop-in ceater will cease operat-
ing, and the budget for CTA
passes to help cliengs get to job
interviews = will be cut- by

$3 50(), thieaning 2000 fewer

bus and L tides - will be avail-
able. © -, L

DHS dfficials say the cuts
[ were “consistent” with a plan to
eliminate much of the city’s

homelessness within 10 years
by getting as many homeless

people as possible into perma-

nent housing rather than tempo-

rary shelters,
“It’s not a permanent shelter

-system. It’s a temporary stop.

It’s not a place to live in. You're
supposed to come in, get what
you need and move on,” Vargas
explained when the cuts were
announced last month.

 Rather than place homeless
people in temporary shelers,

.the goal is to immediately find

them permanent housing with
supportive services, DHS offi-
cials said. The rationale, they
explained, is that people can

better concentrate ‘on job train-.

ing, education, substance abuse
treatment and other services
when they don’t have to worry
about their housing situation.
While that sounds laudable,
it’s easier said than done, said
Rest President Mike O’Hara,
noting that his agency provides
beds for 165 men and -women,

yet must still turn away an aver-

age of 33 people a night.

- And while O’Hara is re-
lieved that all but $5,000 or
$6,000 of the DHS funds have
been restored for the coming
year, it’s the long-term situation
that 'has him worried. -

- If DHS is going to “transi-
tion” from temporary shelters to
permenant’ housing, O’Hara
wonders where . those . apart-
ments are in.a city ‘with an esti-
mated 15,000 homeless on any
given night - 2,000 to 2,500 of
them cn the North Side.

While that sounds laudable,
it’s easier said than done, said
Rest President Mike O'Hara,
noting that his agency provides
beds for 165 men and women,

yet still turns away an average,

of 33 people a night.
And while O'Hara is relieved

all but $5,000 or $6,000 of the

DHS funds have been restored
for this coming year, it’s the
long-term situation that worries
him,

“The city talks about ending
homeless in 10 years. That was
two years ago..If that perma-
nent housing becomes available,
fine. But until then, a shelter is
the only option,” O’Hara said.

Ald. Helen Shiller, whose
46th Ward houses several of the

. affected shelters, said DHS is

“moving ahead with this 10-
year-plan and there are people
trying to-maintain the status quo

" while that’s happening. Both
_are good positions.” ' ‘

While “the idea is to have as
many people as possible in per-
manent housing, you have to do
what you need to do to keep the
daytime programs,” added
Shiller, who said she’s been in
“ongoing discussions” with
both the city and homeless ad-
vocates. '




